For the Teacher

JESUS WAS A REFUGEE
Bible Truth

Key Verse

Loving those in need is showing our love for Jesus.

“...Whatever you did for the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
- Matthew 25:40 (NIV®)

As you prepare for this “GO Reach Kids” lesson
about Syrian refugees, consider adapting your
evening to incorporate some of the following
resources:

Facts about the Syrian Crisis
• Since March 2011, over 4.8 million Syrians have
been forced to leave their country due to war,
and 6.5 million are displaced within Syria; half
of those affected are children.
• Children affected by the Syrian conflict are
at risk of becoming ill, malnourished, abused,
or exploited. Millions have been forced to quit
school.
• Most Syrian refugees remain in the Middle
East, in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and
Egypt.

grey bar

• This lesson is built around the Lesson Video.
At various points in the lesson, a grey bar will
appear at the bottom of the video, indicating
that this is a point where you can pause
the video to read a passage or discuss a
question.
• In the “Focus on the Bible” section, we provide
a Bible story based on the Bible Truth and
the Key Verse. You might consider extending
the study over two weeks with the first week
looking at the video portion and the second
week looking at how Jesus was a refugee.

• Between 2 million and 3 million Syrian children
are not attending school. The U.N. children’s
agency says the war reversed 10 years of
progress in education for Syrian children.
Source: UN OCHA as of Oct 1, 2016

Through the trials of war, God has opened the
doors and hearts of the Syrian people. Parents
are searching for truth, families are experiencing
support from ministries and kids are hungry to
learn. Comfort is felt through the teaching of the
Bible, relationship, games and a good meal.

• The video does introduce the refugee crisis,
but does not go into depth. Depending on
your age group, you may want to discuss
more about the events in Syria.
• We provide a downloadable prayer card that
your kids can take home to remind them to
pray for the Syrian kids. You can find this on
our website at awanacanada.ca/syria
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Focus on the Video (15 mins)

Focus on the World (10 mins.)

Download the video at
www.awanacanada.ca/syria

You can use the video to help guide this discussion
time along.

Hosted by Executive Director Jon ImBeau, the
video is split into two segments. The timestamps
listed beside each segment are the video length
and does not account for the discussion time.
What is a Refugee?
(Video Length: 2mins 20 secs)
Jon uses a metaphor of a suspension bridge to
describe the journey that refugees must take. Not
only is the journey itself dangerous and scary, they
have to leave their home and go to a place where,
hopefully, someone will take them in.
Right now, there are over 13 million Syrians
refugees within their own country and around the
world. The crisis is being called the worst in our
generation.
James 1:27 tells us to care for and show
compassion to those who are in such need,
including the widows and orphans.
Pause: Jon will ask the kids to repeat
James 1:27 out loud.
Showing Compassion
(Video Length: 1 min 45 secs)
Jon tells us a story of a time when he brought
a group of teens on a missions trip to Namibia,
Africa. He shared that they worked with displaced
children or refugees. The teens spent time with
the kids, giving them water, food, and soccer balls.
The teens could share the love of Jesus with the
refugee kids in Africa.
This story reminded Jon of Matthew 25:3440, which teaches us what it means to have
compassion on those who are in need.
Pause: Read Matthew 25:34-40 out loud as a
large group.

Focus on the Bible (10 mins)
Direct your students to sit in small groups (e.g. by
colour team, by handbook/small group). Have your
group reread Matthew 25:34-40.
Ask your students:
• How does this verse connect to showing
compassion to refugees?
• How does this verse apply to us today?

1. What is a refugee?
A refugee is forced to leave their home to
seek safety or “refuge” somewhere else.
2. Why would God want us to help refugees?
3. Was Jesus a refugee?
You may want to continue this discussion in
your next lesson. Here are some passages to
get you started:
• Luke 2:1-7 – The Birth of Jesus
• Matthew 2:13-14 – Mary, Joseph and
Jesus had to flee to Egypt
4. What do you know about the
Syrian Refugee Crisis?
This is a great opportunity for you or your club
to gather some information together so that
you have a better understanding about the
crisis. You may want to watch the Campaign
video and introduce what Awana is doing to
reach out and help Syrian Kids.
5. What can you do to show compassion and
love to those in need – refugees, orphans,
widows, the poor, the sick, and those in
prison? What can we do to show love to
those around the world like Syrian refugees
in Lebanon, but also, what about those in
need in our communities and even in our
churches?
This is a heavy question, but have your kids
start thinking about what they can do in their
schools and neighbourhoods in showing the
love of Jesus. This is a good opportunity to
introduce Awana Canada’s GO Syrian Kids
campaign for this year. Visit awanacanada.ca/
Syria for more information.

Focus on the Prayer
(Video Length: 36 secs)
Close of your time together in a word of prayer.
• Let’s pray for the refugees in our communities,
the Syrian refugees on the Lebanon border
that we want to start Awana clubs with, and
those who we are sharing food boxes with.
• Let’s pray for the compassion of God to be
poured out on those who are refugees and
displaced people all over the world.
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